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significantly softened resulting in a more natural topography that will blend into the
surrounding Iandform

6 DRAINAGE AND EROSION CONTROL Drainage through the site currently
occurs from north to south Drainage only occurs during periods of rainfall and

rarely accounts for any significant erosion Following reclamation of this project
drainage will continue in a north to south direction terminating within the quarry
areas as was the case throughout the course of mining at this site This natural

drainage flow is not expected to affect runoff erosion sedimentation streamflow
or streambank stability in any way

In addition erosion control features will be utilized during final reclamation and

may include gentle sloping of quarry walls revegetation activities brow and V
ditches to minimize slope erosion silt collectors and riprap to retard flows where
necessary Additionally mine areas will be periodically inspected as well as after
any significant storm event Whenever erosion gullies or rills exceeds a cross

section greater than 5 square inches and exceeds 5 feet in length occur it will be
retarded by the placement of native materials such as boulders and cobble or
manufactured products such as straw wattles mats or bales to hinder and slow
concentrated runoff These activities will result in no significant increase in erosion

effects in the drainage system through the reclaimed project site

During active water flows the possibility of upstream headcutting will occur at the
northern boundary of the North Quarry Area Due to the proximity to the

underlying bedrock 31 horizontalvertical slopes revegetation efforts and the
setback distance from the nearest neighboring property any headcutting that may
occur will not affect adjacent properties The potential headcutting issue was

reviewed by Riverside County Flood Control District during the SMP 161R1 project
approval process and they determined that any headcutting erosion would be
restricted within the project property limits Condition of Approval 10 Flood RI 1
Also see subsequent SMP 161R2 Condition of Approval 10 Flood RI 1 and SMP
161R3 Condition of Approval 10 Flood RI 1

Additional headward erosion analysis performed for this project design was
reviewed by Riverside County Flood Control District and Riverside County

Geologist The analysis indicates that although the headcutting will not extend off
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property it may extend northward and outside the existing SMP 161R4 reclamation

boundary in the North Quarry Area This potential additional area of erosion

disturbance has been addressed by a 17 acre increase in the reclamation
boundary No change to the excavation boundary is proposed

7 SLOPES AND SLOPE TREATMENT All quarry slopes will be graded to produce
naturally stable slopes effectively eliminating possible landslides earth flows or
rock falls As depicted on the Mining and Reclamation Plan Maps all slopes will

be final graded to no steeper than 31 horizontalvertical All project slopes that
will not be impacted further by excavation and processing activities will be

revegetated annually This annual revegetation procedure as well as other
measures previously described will inhibit erosion and should effectively stabilize
the finished slopes These procedures will be the only stabilization methods
initially considered for the project site

For additional information regarding slope stability for this project see Appendix 1
for the accompanying Slope Stability Investigation prepared by CHJ Incorporated
Oct 2001

8 PIT AREAS AND EXCAVATIONS Preparation of disturbed areas primarily

ripping and recontouring for reclamation will occur annually on those excavation
slopes and minedout quarry areas that will not be further disturbed by continuing
mining activities All quarry excavation slopes will be final graded to no steeper
than 31 horizontalvertical The final reclaimed depth of the quarry will be as
shown on Exhibit B Reclamation Plan Map Sheet 2 of 4 as 530 feet MSL in the
North Quarry decreasing toward the South Quarry to an elevation of 250 feet MSL
When the final grading of a particular quarry area is completed revegetation will
commence

9 PONDS RESERVOIRS TAILINGS WASTES The onsite sedimentation pond

system used for settling silt fines and water recycling will be the only significant
pond created by this project Two shallow sediment retention basins are located
on the material sales yard area When project site excavations cease the
processing plant concrete and asphalt plants concrete block plant and all
supporting stationary equipment will be removed from the site in preparation for
final reclamation The sedimentation ponds will be drained recontoured and
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revegetated As previously described material formerly considered a mine waste
silty fine material is now incorporated into the various aggregate products
generated at the site

Dams or embankments are not proposed for any excavation or processing activity

during the project life Therefore none will exist after reclamation is finished at the
site

10 CLEANUP Upon termination of mining activities all mobile equipment and
structures not required for final reclamation activities will be removed from the site

This will include most loaders the crushing and screening plantssand washing
plant conveyors concrete and asphalt plants concrete block plant truck scales
rock bins etc Refuse in any form will not remain on the site and will be
appropriately disposed of in a permitted landfill

11 CONTAMINANTS Chemicals or other hazardous materials will not be utilized

during processing of materials at this site nor are any proposed for future use
The only hazardous materials presently used and consumed on the site are diesel
fuel oils and solvents These are used in the loaders dozers processing plant

equipment and concrete and asphalt plant operations Any waste oil generated
from the project site operating equipment will be collected and transported for
offsite disposal by approved methods This will be conducted by properly trained
and licensed personnel These procedures and any lawful changes to these
procedures will be adhered to during the proposed project life

Any soils that may become contaminated during the course of project operations
onsite will be stockpiled and removed from the site in accordance with Riverside
County regulations to an approved hazardous waste repository Any remaining

fuel oils and solvents or other hazardous materials will also be removed from the
site and disposed of in the appropriate legal manner Once this is accomplished
and prior to final recontouring and revegetation a final environmental site review
will be conducted by a Riverside Countyapproved firm to document the cleanup of
contaminants

12 SOILS AND FINE TEXTURED WASTE Very little topsoil exists throughout the
project site However the top 1 2 feet of material topsoil is cleared prior to
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mining a new area and will be stockpiled for subsequent revegetation activities
see Exhibit A Mining Plan Map for locations of topsoil stockpiles During plant
processing activities fine material from the crushingscreening and sand washing
operations are produced but are no longer considered a mine waste All of this

fine material is now incorporated in the production of aggregate products
generated at the site and therefore are no longer stockpiled for any other uses
Topsoil stockpile identification signs have been installed to clearly identify topsoil

stockpiles as material to be used during reclamation All stockpiles of topsoil will
be covered with coarse aggregate or planted with native vegetation for protection
from windwater erosion

13 REVEGETATION As portions of the project site are mined to a finished grade

and will not be disturbed by continuing excavation activities they can be prepared
for revegetation The areas will be recontoured if required and will be covered
with stockpiled topsoil material to the extent practical The surface will then be

ripped to a depth of at least onefoot along the contour andor plowed to leave a
rough surface Seeding will then occur over the prepared surfaces utilizing only the
recommended plant seeds and seeding rates

For a complete description of updated proposed revegetation activities refer to the
accompanying RC Sand and Gravel Dillon Road Quarry Revegetation Plan
prepared by Scott White Biological Consulting dated December 12 2007 see
Appendix 6

14 MONITORING AND MAINTENANCE

a The present environment of the site has been disturbed by mining
activities over the past thirty 30 years

b R C Sand Gravel Inc will be responsible for the maintenance program
in accordance with the Riverside County Officials to ensure the success of
the reclamation program RC Sand Gravel must submit an annual

Mining Operation Report to the California Division of Mines and Geology
and Riverside County as required by amendments to SMARA
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c Monitoring of slopes erosion control and safety measures will be
accomplished by County Officials as part of their annual SMARA

inspection reporting Monitoring of revegetation activities will occur
annually for a period of five years following revegetation seeding or until
performance standards have been met see below Beginning one year

after initial seeding or planting at any one site and continuing annually for
a total of five years or until performance standards have been met see

below a series of circular quadrats will be evaluated to estimate cover
and density of each species occurring within the revegetated areas
Monitoring reports will be produced annually summarizing the monitoring
results recommending any required remedial action eg weed removal
reseeding or erosion control and evaluating whether the revegetation

project is trending toward success as outlined in the Revegetation Plan
According to the Revegetation Plan success criteria performance

standards include the following

Five years after revegetation at any given site within the quarry native
shrub cover will reach 25 that of predisturbance shrub cover in
baseline data estimated as 216 Thus 54native shrub cover will
meet this criterion

Five years after revegetation at any given site within the quarry native
species richness will average at least 5 species in a 01 acre plot or
belt transect

At the end of the five year monitoring period or until performance
standards see above have been met a final report will be prepared
confirming attainment of the success criteria as specified in the

Revegetation Plan All monitoring reports will be furnished to Riverside
County for review

15 RECLAMATION ASSURANCE The project operator will maintain an approved
financial assurance mechanism to guarantee proper and thorough reclamation of
the site This assurance mechanism will comply with Section 27731of SMARA
in the form of surety bonds trust funds irrevocable letter of credit or other
approved form of financial assurance This assurance will be reviewed and

adjusted if needed on an annual basis



A current financial assurance mechanism is in place under condition of Surface

Mining Permit 161R4 and reviewed annually and will be revised as necessary
pursuant to any revised Reclamation Financial Assurance Estimate approved to
Riverside County Building Safety Department and the State of California
OMR
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LIST OF PREPARERS

George A Webber Mining Engineer
Webber Webber Mining Consultants Inc

John Cairns Project Manager
Webber Webber Mining Consultants Inc

Lonn Richtmyer Mining Technician
Webber Webber Mining Consultants Inc Draftsman

Word Processor
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COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM INITIAL STUDY

Environmental Assessment EANumber 42001

Project Case Type s and Numbers Surface Mining Permit No 161 Revised Permit No 5
SMP00161 R5
Lead Agency Name County of Riverside Planning Department
Address PO Box 1409 Riverside CA 925021409
Contact Person Paul Rull

Telephone Number 951 9550972

ApplicantsName West Coast Aggregate Supply Inc
Applicants Address PO Box 790 Thermal CA 92274

I PROJECT INFORMATION

A Project Description The proposal is for a revision to the existing surface mining permit
SMP161R4 to increase the depth of the excavation area extend the project life from 25
years to 55 years incorporation of drill and blast mining techniques relocate permitted asphalt
plant equipment within the existing permitted mine site allow import processing stockpiling
and sale of recycled inert construction debris such as broken asphalt and concrete allow
modifications to the equipment and layout of the asphalt plant area to import stockpile and
process recycled asphalt product allow 24hour operation of the asphalt plant and increase
the reclamation plan northern boundary by 17 acres to accommodate potential headward
erosion from the North Quarry Area for a total proposed reclamation plan area of 3875acres
No change to the maximum annual quantity of 18 million tons is proposed but the cumulative
amount to be mind over the project life will increase from 28 million tons to 55 million tons

B Type of Project Site Specific Countywide Community Policy

C Total Project Area 3875acres to be mined and reclaimed out of 650 total acres

Residential Acres Lots Units Projected No of Residents
Commercial Acres Lots Sq Ft of Bldg Area Est No of Employees
Industrial Acres Lots Sq Ft of Bldg Area Est No of Employees
Other 3875acres of

Surface Mining and
Reclamation

D AssessorsParcel Nos 745 360003 745 360004 745 370005 745 391 001

E Street References The subject site is located approximately 5 miles north of the 110
freeway easterly of Dillon Road and southerly of Berdoo Canyon Road The project site is
approximately 12 miles northeast of the City of Indio and approximately 4 miles southwest of
the Joshua Tree National Park boundary

F Section Township Range Description or referenceattach a Legal Description
Sections 29 31 and 32 Township 4 South Range 8 East

G Brief description of the existing environmental setting of the project site and its
surroundings The project site is located in a desert wash area approximately 12 miles
north northeast of the city of Indio and approximately 4 miles southwest of Joshua Tree
National Park A mining operation currently exists on the subject site
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II APPLICABLE GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING REGULATIONS

A General Plan ElementsPolicies

1 Land Use The project meets the requirements of the Open Space Mineral Resources
OS MIN and Rural OS RUR General Plan land use designation The project complies
with General Plan policy LU 82 which requires compliance with the Multipurpose Open
Space Element and Federal and State regulations such as CEQA NEPA the Clean Air
Act and the Clean Water Act As required by General Plan policy LU 211 the surface
mining activities on the site comply with the Riverside County Ordinances and the Surface
Mining Reclamation Act SMARA The proposed project meets with all applicable land use
policies

2 Circulation The project is located adjacent to Dillon Road along the projects western
boundary Potential traffic conflicts with surrounding properties are minimized by project
design through General Plan policy LU 213 LU 214 and LU 215 The project
implements General Plan policy C 14 by utilizing existing transportation infrastructure to
the maximum extent practicable and C 21 through C 25 through analysis of the project
impacts by the Riverside County Transportation Department All potential impacts will be
analyzed in this initial study

3 Multipurpose Open Space The project complies with General Plan policy OS 141the
operation and reclamation of the site will be consistent with the State Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act SMARA and County Development Code provisions As required by
General Plan policy OS 144 the County has imposed project conditions of approval to
minimize or eliminate the potential adverse impact of mining operations on surrounding
properties and environmental resources All potential impacts will be analyzed in this initial
study

4 Safety The project is consistent with General Plan safety policies All potential safety
issues will be analyzed in this initial study

5 Noise The project site is consistent with General Plan noise policies The project is
located within a noise tolerant land use in area per General Plan policy N 12 irrevocably
committed to land uses surface mining that are noise producing All potential safety
issues will be analyzed in this initial study

6 Housing The proposed project is a surface mining facility No housing is being proposed
as part of this project Impacts to housing will be analyzed in this initial study

7 Air Quality The project is consistent with General Plan air quality policy AQ 47mitigating
anticipated emissions to allowable levels as established by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District All potential air quality impacts will be analyzed in this initial study

B General Plan Area Plans Western Coachella Valley Area Plan

C Foundation ComponentsOpen Space OS

D Land Use Designations Mineral Resources and Rural

E Overlaysif any NA

F Policy Areasif any NA
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